
September  2026

Berth Holder Party 

2026 Training 

Steve’s Naturalist Bits 

The Log Book 

We can hardly believe that the boating season is nearly drawing to a
close—and what a fantastic summer it has been!

This month’s highlights have included our flotillas to St Katharine
Docks and Windsor, as well as welcoming the Linssen Rally. Rally
participants also joined us for our biggest Berth Holders’ Party yet,
with an incredible 350 guests helping us raise more than £4,300!

There is still plenty to look forward to, beginning with today’s
opening of the Southampton International Boat Show. If you are
visiting, be sure to say hello to Boat Showrooms on Stand MO16 and
visit the Lindon Lewis team, who will also be exhibiting. To celebrate
the occasion, we have included a fascinating look back at the history
of the show.

Elsewhere in this edition, you will find an introduction to robotic
hull cleaning, a photo collage from our Berth Holders’ Party and
details of our upcoming training courses. These include the highly
requested Day Skipper Theory course—the perfect follow-up to our
popular Tidal Thames Course for anyone looking to expand their
boating knowledge and skills.

Our regular features also return, including Steve’s Naturalist Bits,
Isla’s Cruise Control and The Log Book. You will also find an
invitation to Blaiklocks’ Macmillan Coffee Morning, a comprehensive
guide to GR Pro Clean’s winter services and, most excitingly, details
of a book written by one of our very own berth holders.
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Humble beginnings
The first Southampton Boat Show was created by Norman Kemish and Arthur Gale and ran for six days, from 29
September to 4 October 1969. Around 50 exhibitors took part and the entire event was contained within
Mayflower Park. Its first marina was especially modest: the Army at nearby Marchwood Military Port supplied a
small pontoon on which just a handful of boats could be displayed.
Even at that first show, its potential was clear. Southampton sat at the heart of Britain’s leisure-marine industry,
with many boat builders and suppliers based nearby. The combination of shoreside displays and boats afloat
gave visitors the opportunity to see new craft where they belonged - on the water.

The Southampton International Boat Show
From a borrowed Army pontoon to one of Europe’s leading on-water boating events
For more than half a century, the Southampton International Boat Show has brought together boat builders,
marine businesses and boating enthusiasts from across Britain and beyond. What began as a small local event in
Mayflower Park has developed into one of the best-known dates in the UK boating calendar.

A showcase for changing times
As boating changed, the show changed with it. Over the years, visitors have encountered early hovercraft,
experimental hydrofoils, sailing yachts, motor cruisers, watersports equipment and increasingly advanced
navigation and safety technology. Famous attractions have included Richard Branson’s Virgin Atlantic Challenger
in 1986 and a replica of Captain Cook’s Endeavour in 2002.
The event has also become more hands-on, offering visitors opportunities to try boats and watersports, meet
experts and discover new ways to enjoy life afloat. Although the 2020 show was postponed during the
pandemic, it returned in 2021 and once again reunited the boating community. Today, hundreds of boats and
marine brands fill Mayflower Park and its purpose-built marina each September.
Did you know? Admission to the opening day of the first show cost ten shillings - the equivalent of 50p in
decimal currency - while tickets for the remaining days cost just three shillings, or 15p!





A Party to Remember

Shepperton Marina’s recent Country and Western Berth Holder Party
welcomed more than 350 guests for an afternoon filled with fantastic
entertainment, great food and plenty of refreshments.
From energetic line dancing to brave attempts on the rodeo bull, there was
something for everyone to enjoy. Thousands of photographs were taken
throughout the day, and we are still busy curating a special highlights video
to capture all the best moments but we have included a number of the
highlights here. 

Most importantly, the incredible generosity of our berth holders and
guests helped raise more than £4,300. The proceeds will be split between
our chosen marina charities, Momentum Children’s Charity and Thames
Sailability, supporting the invaluable work they carry out within our wider
community as well as a donation to the RNLI.

A huge thank you to everyone who attended, donated, volunteered or
helped to make the event possible. The wonderful atmosphere
demonstrated once again what makes the Shepperton Marina community
so special. We look forward to sharing the full highlights video very soon!









K e e p i n g  a  h u l l  c l e a n  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  r o u t i n e  v e s s e l  m a i n t e n a n c e .  S l i m e ,  w e e d  a n d
o t h e r  o r g a n i c  g r o w t h  i n c r e a s e  d r a g  a n d  c a n  a f f e c t  h a n d l i n g ,  e n g i n e  l o a d  a n d  f u e l  e f f i c i e n c y.
F o r  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s  o n  t h e  T h a m e s  t h a t  c a n n o t  e a s i l y  b e  m o v e d  o r  l i f t e d ,  r o b o t i c  h u l l  c l e a n i n g
o f f e r s  a  c o n v e n i e n t  w a y  t o  m a i n t a i n  s u b m e r g e d  s u r f a c e s  w h i l e  t h e  b o a t  r e m a i n s  s a f e l y  a f l o a t .
H o w  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  w o r k s
A  r e m o t e l y  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r w a t e r  u n i t  u s e s  c a m e r a s  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t  c l e a n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t o
t r a v e l  a c r o s s  c o m p a t i b l e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u l l .  S u i t a b l e  f o u l i n g  c a n  b e  r e m o v e d  w i t h o u t
a r r a n g i n g  a  c r a n e  l i f t ,  t r a n s p o r t  o r  h a r d s t a n d i n g ,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  r e d u c i n g  d i s r u p t i o n  f o r
o w n e r s  o f  l a r g e r  s t e e l  v e s s e l s ,  b a r g e s  a n d  o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t - t o - l i f t  c r a f t .
T h e  b e n e f i t s
T h e  v e s s e l  r e m a i n s  a f l o a t  a n d  i n  i t s  b e r t h
N o  c r a n e ,  t r a n s p o r t  o r  h a r d s t a n d i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d
R e d u c e d  d r a g  m a y  i m p r o v e  h a n d l i n g  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y
U s e f u l  f o r  v e s s e l s  t h a t  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  s t a t i o n a r y
M a i n t e n a n c e  c a n  b e  p l a n n e d  b e f o r e  a  l o n g e r  j o u r n e y
A  s u i t a b i l i t y  c h e c k  i s  e s s e n t i a l
T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  n o t  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  G R P  v e s s e l s .  G R P  h u l l s ,  g e l c o a t  f i n i s h e s  a n d  s o m e
a n t i f o u l i n g  s y s t e m s  m a y  b e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  u n s u i t a b l e  p r e s s u r e  o r  c l e a n i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e
m e t h o d  i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  c o m p a t i b l e  s t e e l - h u l l e d  v e s s e l s ,  b u t  e v e r y  b o a t  a n d
c o a t i n g  m u s t  b e  a s s e s s e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  b e f o r e  w o r k  b e g i n s .
C l e a n i n g  a n d  s u r v e y i n g  t o g e t h e r
A  v a l u a b l e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  r o b o t i c  c l e a n i n g  i s  t h a t  a n  u n d e r w a t e r  v i s u a l  s u r v e y  c a n  o f t e n  b e
c o m p l e t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  v i s i t .  T h e  r o b o t ' s  c a m e r a s  c a n  r e c o r d  t h e  h u l l ,  p r o p e l l e r s ,
r u d d e r s ,  a n o d e s ,  s t e r n  g e a r,  s k i n  f i t t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  a c c e s s i b l e  u n d e r w a t e r  c o m p o n e n t s .
T h e  f o o t a g e  c a n  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  v i s i b l e  c o r r o s i o n ,  d a m a g e d  c o a t i n g s ,  f o u l i n g ,  i m p a c t  m a r k s ,
w o r n  a n o d e s  o r  o b j e c t s  c a u g h t  a r o u n d  t h e  p r o p e l l e r.  W h e r e  r e q u i r e d ,  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  m a y  a l s o
b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  a  s u i t a b l y  q u a l i f i e d  m a r i n e  s u r v e y o r.
A n  u n d e r w a t e r  v i s u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  i s  u s e f u l  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  p l a n n i n g ,  b u t  i t  m a y  n o t  r e p l a c e  a
f u l l  o u t - o f - w a t e r  s u r v e y  w h e n  o n e  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  a n  i n s u r e r,  l e n d e r  o r  p u r c h a s e r.
A  p r a c t i c a l  T h a m e s  s o l u t i o n
W h e n  u s e d  o n  a  s u i t a b l e  v e s s e l  b y  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  o p e r a t o r,  r o b o t i c  c l e a n i n g  p r o v i d e s  a
p r a c t i c a l  w a y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h u l l ,  c o l l e c t  u s e f u l  i n s p e c t i o n  f o o t a g e  a n d  i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l
c o n c e r n s  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  t h e  b o a t  o u t  o f  t h e  w a t e r.

R o b o t i c  H u l l  C l e a n i n g  f o r  L a r g e r  Ve s s e l s :  A  p r a c t i c a l  i n - w a t e r
o p t i o n  
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S t e v e ’ s  N a t u r a l i s t  B i t s :
A v i a n  b o t u l i s m  &

S i m u l t a n e o u s  F e a t h e r  L o s s

Simultaneous Feather Loss

Unlike most garden birds, which lose and replace their
feathers gradually, waterfowl shed all their primary wing
feathers at once during their annual moult. This temporarily
leaves them unable to fly.
At the same time, male ducks—known as drakes—lose their
bright breeding colours and develop a duller, camouflaged
“eclipse” plumage resembling that of females. This helps
protect them while they are flightless.
Because flightless waterfowl are more vulnerable to
predators, they gather in groups and seek safe, undisturbed
areas with reliable food and shelter, such as the marina. This
flightless period usually lasts four to five weeks and
commonly occurs during July and August.

Avian Botulism

Avian botulism is a disease that mainly affects waterfowl, including
ducks, geese and swans. Its toxin blocks normal nerve function,
leaving affected birds unable to walk, fly or hold up their heads.
Sadly, this can cause them to drown.
The bacteria responsible thrive in warm, oxygen-depleted
environments. Outbreaks are therefore more common during hot
summer weather, when water temperatures rise and water levels
may fall. Poor water quality and decaying organic matter can
create low-oxygen areas in the riverbed mud, allowing the bacteria
to multiply and produce toxins. Rotting vegetation, dead fish and
animal carcasses can all contribute to these conditions.
Although pets are rarely affected, it is advisable to keep dogs and
cats away from sick or dead birds.
You can help by not feeding ducks or swans. Feeding encourages
birds to gather closely together, which may contribute to the
spread of disease. Uneaten food can also sink, decay and further
reduce oxygen levels in the water.
Please report sick or dead birds and fish to the marina office. Do
not touch or move them.



 Now that the boating season is drawing to a close and we look ahead to
the cooler months, Isla’s playlist will serve as a reminder of a wonderful
summer spent on the water. She has also added some perfect tracks to
accompany those all-important days spent maintaining and preparing the
boat. Isla’s selections capture the laid-back spirit of the 2026 boating
season and bring a little extra atmosphere to every moment—both on the
water and while getting ready for the adventures ahead.

Cruise Control: Isla’s Boating Playlist 

Berth Holder News : Chris Colverson (Vessel, Kay) 

This month’s song of the month is ‘Another Sunny Day’ by Belle and
Sebastian. Belle and Sebastian are always a fitting band for the autumn
months, and I think this is a great song to kick off the season. If you enjoy
this song, the album ‘If You’re Feeling Sinister’ is an excellent starting point
for the rest of the band’s discography. 

Last summer I told you about an article I’d written in Practical Boat Owner. This summer
I have published a book! But it’s nothing at all to do with boats. It is a biography of The
Shadows ( pop musicians), named in my article as amongst the author’s other interests.
Because quite a few boat owners are of a certain age, the subject might just interest
some berth holders. To my surprise , more than one lock keeper was interested to learn
about this as we cruised through this month. 

 Anyway, the book is available on Amazon as an ebook and paperback here, if you should
feel like mentioning it.

The Shadows: Their Complete Story by lifelong fan Chris Colverson is a detailed
celebration of one of Britain’s most influential bands. The book traces the group’s
remarkable journey, exploring their music, changing line-up and the lives and careers of
every member—from Hank Marvin and Bruce Welch to Jet Harris and Tony Meehan.
Packed with fascinating stories and fond memories, it offers both devoted fans and new
readers an engaging insight into the people behind The Shadows’ unmistakable sound
and enduring legacy

https://www.amazon.co.uk/SHADOWS-Their-Complete-Story/dp/0954701658/ref=asc_df_0954701658?mcid=bb91479dd06e33a8a71d11e65784af58&th=1&psc=1&tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=807285217848&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=9246232832245519749&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007065&hvtargid=pla-2484113247062&psc=1&hvocijid=9246232832245519749-0954701658-&hvexpln=0&gad_source=1


The Log Book 
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Next Event 

Where is this spot? 

Best customer photo Boating Tip of the Month

Wildlife Spoting of the month

Safety Reminder of the Month

Visit the Southampton
International Boat Show to explore
the latest boats, equipment and
marine innovations—and be sure to
stop by Boat Showrooms on stand
M016 to meet the team and
discover what they have on
display!

Always keep a proper lookout. The
Thames can be busy with
narrowboats, rowing crews,
paddleboarders and wildlife.
Maintain a safe speed, check
carefully before changing course and
never assume another river user has
seen you. Slow down early and give
everyone plenty of room.

23 October – RYA Diesel Engine
Maintenance Course

30 October – Pumpkin Carving
Competition

Please contact the Marina Office for
further information, booking details
and how to take part.





Be our guest
At Southampton Boat Show

The UK's flagship boating and watersports festival
takes place from 18th to 27th September.

Find us at the Whaly stand: A56, Explore Boating,
The Lake Club, where we are exhibiting with the UK

Whaly boat distributer Zegomarine.

Use our exhibitor guest code ZEGOMARINE to save on
advance day tickets!

See our boat show Whaly offers 

01932 247 427
info@pushtheboatout.com

Save £13.00 pp

with code:

ZEGOMARINE

https://southamptonboatshow.seetickets.com/event/southampton-international-boat-show/mayflower-park/3561430
https://southamptonboatshow.seetickets.com/event/southampton-international-boat-show/mayflower-park/3561430
https://lindonlewismarine.co.uk/collections/whaly-boats-all-models
https://lindonlewismarine.co.uk/collections/whaly-boats-all-models
mailto:info@pustheboatout.com
mailto:info@pustheboatout.com
https://southamptonboatshow.seetickets.com/event/southampton-international-boat-show/mayflower-park/3561430


HULL CLEAN & MACHINE POLISH 
Winter is ideal whenmany boats are lifted or easierto
access. We can remove grime, waterline staining and
oxidation, then machine polish the gelcoat to restore

gloss and help protect the finish before the new season.
Best done while access is easy — and before spring 

Specialist, non-abrasive rust stain removal for decks, 
hulls and exterior surfaces 

Canopies take a beating from rain, algae, traffic film and
winter weather. A professional clean followed by

reproofing helps refresh the appearance and restore
water repellency. 

Clean and protect it before months of wet weather
do more damage. 

schedules fill up.

.
Remove unsightly staining before it becomesmore
established. Our specialist non-abrasive treatment
targets staining without the need for aggressive 

compounding, helping restore a clean, well-
maintained appearance ready for the new season.

RUST STAIN REMOVAL 

CANOPY CLEANING & REPROOFING 

CALLING ALL BOAT OWNERS

Secure your winter slot now! 

enquiries@grpro-clean.co.uk
www.grpro-clean.co.uk

07908016606 

mailto:enquiries@grpro-clean.co.uk
http://www.grpro-clean.co.uk/


MONTHLY WASH-DOWNS 
Winterdoes not stop green growth, birdmess, dirt and
atmospheric fallout. Regular wash-downs stop grime
building up and make sure small issues are not left

unnoticed for months. 
A little maintenance through winter can prevent a 

enquiries@grpro-clean.co.uk
www.grpro-clean.co.uk 

07908 016606

A full winter interior valet removes the dirt, damp
residue and general build-up left after a busy season.
Cabins, heads, galley and living areas can be cleaned

thoroughly while the boat is being used less. 

much bigger clean in spring.

Start spring with a fresh, clean interior instead of a 
long list of jobs.

INTERNAL VALETING 

 

Use the quieter months to protect your boat, tackle the jobs that are
easier out of season, and avoid the spring rush! 

BOOK YOUR WINTER WORK NOW
 Secure a convenientwinter slot andhave

your boat clean, protected and readyto
enjoy when the better weather returns.

PROFESSIONAL BOAT VALETING ON THE THAMES 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS

mailto:enquiries@grpro-clean.co.uk
http://www.grpro-clean.co.uk/
http://www.grpro-clean.co.uk/


SERIVCES
• 

SCAN QR CODE

Or visit 

www.grpro-clean.co.uk

Regular Wash-downs

• Exterior Machine Polishing

• Canopy Cleaning & Reproofing

• Hull Cleaning & Stain Removal

• Interior Boat Cleaning

Keep Your Boat Looking It’s Best — All Year Round

More time enjoying your boat. Less time cleaning it.

SCAN QR CODE FOR A 
FREE QUOTATION

http://www.grpro-clean.co.uk/
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